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AIRE VIEW INFANT SCHOOL
Statement of intent
Aire View Infant School is committed to ensuring equal opportunities for all pupils,
regardless of financial circumstances, and has established the following policy and
procedures to ensure that no child is discriminated against by our offering of
school trips, activities and educational extras.
In addition, we are committed to adhering to legal requirements regarding
charging for school activities, and meeting all statutory guidance provided by the
DfES.
We promise:
•

Not to charge for education provided during school hours.

•

To inform parents on low incomes and in receipt of relevant benefits of the
support available to them when asking for contributions.

Signed by : ……………………………………..

Chair of Governors

Date:
Next Review :
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1. Legal Framework
This policy will have consideration for, and be compliant with, the following
legislation and statutory guidance:
•
•
•
•
•

Education Act 1996
The Charges for Music Tuition (England) Regulations 2007
The Education (Prescribed Public Examinations) (England) Regulations 2010
DfES (2014) ‘Charging for School Activities’
DfES (2015) ‘Governance Handbook’

Introduction
In order to make our curriculum real, relevant and meaningful, we aim to offer a
variety of activities and experiences which will inspire and contextualise learning.
These both underpin and complement the National Curriculum but most
importantly, nurture a love of learning.

Aim
The aim of the policy is to set out what charges will be levied for activities, what
remissions will be implemented and the circumstances under which voluntary
contributions will be requested from parents.

Responsibilities
The Governing Body of the School are responsible for determining the content of
this policy and the Head teacher for implementation.
Charges may be made for:
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

board and lodging on residential visits (defined as a one which requires the pupils
taking part to spend one or more nights away from their usual overnight
accommodation)
the proportionate costs for an individual child of activities wholly or mainly outside
school hours to meet the costs for: - travel - materials and equipment - staff costs entrance fees- associated insurance
extra-curricular, extended school activities and school clubs (where appropriate)
musical tuition
milk
breakages and replacements because of damages caused wilfully or negligently by
pupils
damage/vandalism/loss to and of school property.

2. Charging for education
We will not charge parents for:
Admission applications.
Education provided during school hours.
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Education provided outside school hours if it is part of the national
curriculum, part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that
the pupil is being prepared for by the school, or part of religious
education.
Instrumental or vocal tuition, unless provided at the request of the
pupil’s parents.
We may charge parents for the following:
Materials, books, instruments or equipment, where they desire their child to
own them
Optional extras
Music and vocational tuition (in certain circumstances)
Use of community facilities

3. Optional extras
We may charge parents for the following optional extras:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Education provided outside of school time that is not:
Part of the national curriculum.
Religious education.
Transport, other than that arranged by the LA for the pupil to be provided with
education
Board and lodging for a pupil on a residential visit
Extended day services offered to pupils

When calculating the cost of optional extras, the school will only consider the
following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Materials, books, instruments or equipment provided in relation to the
optional extra
The cost of buildings and accommodation.
Transport costs.
The employment of non-teaching staff
The cost of teaching staff (including teaching assistants) under contracts
for services purely to provide an optional extra
The cost, or an appropriate proportion of the costs, for teaching staff
employed to provide vocal tuition or tuition in playing a musical
instrument.

The school will not charge more than the actual cost of providing the optional
extra divided by the number of participating pupils. We will not charge a subsidy
for any pupils wishing to participate but whose parents are unwilling or unable to
pay the full charge. If a proportion of the activity takes place during school hours,
we will not charge for the cost of alternative provision for those not participating.
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Participation in any optional activity will be based on parental choice and a
willingness to meet the charges. Therefore, parental agreement is a pre-requisite
for the provision of an optional extra.

4. Voluntary contributions
Parents will be invited to make a voluntary contribution for the following:
1. Educational visits
2. Educational visitors and activities (workshops)
The terms of any request made to parents will specify that it is a voluntary
contribution and in no way represents a charge.
In addition, the following will be made clear to parents:
•
•

That the contribution is genuinely voluntary and a parent is under no obligation to
pay
That registered pupils at the school will not be treated differently according to
whether or not their parents have made any contribution in response to the
request

The responsibility for determining the level of voluntary contribution is delegated
to the Head teacher.
Voluntary contributions will be used to meet the costs associated with an
educational visit or educational visitor. If insufficient voluntary contributions are
raised to fund the visit, then it may be cancelled.
No child will be excluded from an activity simply because their parents are
unwilling or unable to pay. If a parent is unwilling or unable to pay, their
child will still be given an equal opportunity to take part in the activity. If
insufficient voluntary contributions are raised to fund an activity, and the
school cannot fund it via another source, the activity will be cancelled.

5. Music tuition

(not currently applicable to AVIS)

All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge
for this. Charges will be made for the teaching of a musical instrument via the
peripatetic music service. These charges are set by the Bradford Music Service.
Parents are notified at the start of each school year. Children entitled to Free
School Meals are funded from the school’s Pupil Premium ‘Special Fund’.

6. Transport

(not currently applicable to AVIS)

We will not charge for:
•

Transporting registered pupils to or from the school premises, where the LA
has a statutory obligation to provide the transport.
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•

Transporting registered pupils to other premises where the governing body
or LA has arranged for pupils to be educated.

7. Residential visits

(not currently applicable to AVIS)

We will not charge for:
Education provided on any visit that takes place during school hours.
Education provided on any visit that takes place outside school hours if it
is part of the national curriculum, part of a syllabus for a prescribed
public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the school, or
part of religious education.
Supply teachers to cover for teachers accompanying pupils on visits.
We may charge for transport, board and lodging, cost of additional instructors, and
additional miscellaneous expenditure that is required – but the charge will not
exceed the actual cost.

8. Damaged or lost items
The school may charge parents for the cost of replacing items broken,
damaged or lost due to their child’s behaviour. Parents will not be taken to
court for failure to pay such costs.

9. Remissions
Children whose parents are entitled to benefit related Free School Meals (as
opposed to Universal Free School Meals) (go to www.gov.uk/apply-free-schoolmeals/bradford for further details) will, in addition to having a free school lunch
and milk entitlement, also be entitled to the remission of charges for all school
trips, extended school activities, residential visits and music tuition.
The Governing Body through the Head teacher will also deal sympathetically with
any other families who express difficulty in meeting the full cost of educational
visits and activities. Assistance will be allocated on a needs basis, and if the full
cost of the trip/activity cannot be met through assistance funding and voluntary
contributions, the trip/activity will be cancelled.

10.

Refunds

All school trips are costed to create a break-even outcome. In theory, once a
voluntary contribution is given, it is just that, and as such there is no need to
refund something received in these circumstances.
Deposits for residential trips are non-refundable and specific refund guidelines will
be specified to parents when a payment plan is issued to parents.
The school is mindful, however, that if any parents do have financial difficulties
and as a gesture of goodwill the offer of a full or partial refund should be given
under the following conditions:
1. The child failed to go on the trip because of unavoidable serious circumstances
(illness etc.) rather than unwillingness or parental preference. These reasons must
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be agreed with the Head teacher before offering the parent, (where feasible) a
partial or full refund.
2. The organiser of the trip (if not the school) has failed to provide the agreed
level of services and the school has been successful in seeking a refund.
Refunds will not be given under any other circumstances.

11.

Monitoring and review
a. This policy will be reviewed annually by the resources committee.

12.

Letting to Outside Bodies

The Resources Committee has agreed not to allow the premises to be let to outside
bodies for community use.
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The following wording is used in requests for voluntary payments towards trips/activities.
AIRE VIEW INFANT SCHOOL
TRIP xxxxxxxx DATE xxxxxx
Dear Parent/Guardian
Information on trip……….
For this visit, a contribution of £x per child will be needed. This includes coach travel, insurance and centre
costs. No individual will be excluded from this visit because of lack of contribution; however, without
sufficient funds, the visit will not take place.
If your child is currently in receipt of benefit related free school meals or pupil premium, this trip will be paid
for by school. If you have any questions, please contact Mrs Heslop in school.
Please return the slip below and the medical form by date xxxxx if you wish your child to take part or if your
child will be absent on that date. Please note that your child will not be allowed to take part in this trip
unless we have received the permission and medical form.
Many thanks.
AIRE VIEW INFANT SCHOOL
TRIP CONSENT FORM and MEDICAL DETAILS
Trip to

_____________________________________________________________

Date

____________________

Child’s Name _____________________________________ Class ____________
□ I enclose cash / cheque for £ __________ (cheques payable to Aire View Infant
School)
□ I apply for remission of costs because I am in receipt of benefit related free school meals or pupil
premium.
Emergency Information – [

]

Name of parent / guardian ___________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________
Phone Numbers – Home __________________________ Mobile __________________
Alternative emergency contact – Name _______________Phone __________________
Medical Information
Does your child have any allergies or conditions requiring medical treatment?
If YES please give brief details including any medication.

Yes /No

Name of Family Doctor ______________________________Phone_________________
I agree to my son/daughter taking part in this visit and I agree to his/her participation in the activities
described. I acknowledge the need for him/her to behave responsibly. I will inform the Group Leader and
soon as possible of any changes in medical or other circumstances between now and the commencement
of the trip. I consent to any emergency medical treatment necessary during the visit.
Signed ____________________________ Parent/Guardian Date __________________
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