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Reception Move it… Make it...Build it Topic

During an assembly we had an important visitor talking about Building site safety. Mr
Baldwin works for Bentleys and showed us lots of slides about safety and the things
builders might need to keep them safe.
One day Danny Clarke a lovely builder came to school to show children some of his
building equipment and demonstrated how to build a strong wall, one that even a wolf
could not blow down! The children were fascinated and could not wait to have a go at
building walls by themselves.
In Literacy the children have been reading the story ‘The Three Little Pigs.’ In the story the wolf managed to blow the pigs houses of straw and wood down. They decided
to do an experiment to see if they could build houses strong enough, so the wolf
could not blow them down! They worked together in teams, using lots of construction
toys and materials from around the classroom to build the strongest house we could!
Then the big bad wolf (a hairdryer!) tested how strong our houses were!

The Great Fire of London!
At the beginning of Year 2’s topic we invited a special visitor to talk about the Great
Fire of London Sir William Petty (Paul Mackintosh).
The children learned all about Sir William Petty. He was a mathematician and member
of the Royal Society who knows a lot of people, from the King to Samuel Pepys. He
witnessed, then considered the consequences of, the Great Fire. The main component of the session was retelling the story and incorporated several breaks along the
way to do practical exercises. Sir William Petty (Paul Mackintosh) told the children all
sorts of interesting facts and events including how the fire started and its progress,
to how people tried to fight it or flee, and what troubles occurred during the fire. He
described what the King and other important people did, as well as what his friend
Pepys did (Pepys and Petty knew each other fairly well). Finally, he told of the damage that was caused. Children were involved in some exciting practical exercises to
help them gain a better understanding of what it was like during the Great Fire of London. Sir William calls these his ‘experiments’. There were two main exercises which
involved the whole class, getting them out of their seats to learn about aspects of the
Great Fire. The first shows the children how the fire spread – the children became
houses, arrayed in streets and lanes. The second allowed the children to work out
how to make a workable “bucket chain”. Both were great fun and drew the children
deeper into the story!

The children were asked to make a Tudor house as part of their Creative Home
learning to replicate the Great Fire of London in school. Our Local Fire Brigade
were invited to supervise the lighting and extinguishing of the houses.

Nursery Rhyme Challenge
The Nursery children have been taking part in a Nursery Rhyme Challenge which involved learning a number of rhymes and their associated actions. They have loved this activity and have
shared some of the rhymes with their adults in the Nursery playground. Together we sang Head,
shoulders, knees and Toes, Five Currant Buns in a Baker's Shop and The Hokey, Cokey. In the
afternoon there was also time for Tommy Thumb. The invitations for adults to join the fun at the
end of the session is also for Thursday, when we look forward to more people joining us.

Happy Easter

Year 1 children visit Summerfield Nursing Home.
The children in Year 1 visited Summerfield nursing home to read
and share a story with some of the residents. The visits have
been a huge success and of tremendous benefit to both the children and the residents.
The children were complimented by the staff of the home and
school received an email from the manager…

The staff and I wish all
our families a
Happy Easter Break.
Have fun and stay safe.

“It was great to see the children. In fact one resident was amazing– Pat spends most of her days crying and went she talks it
doesn’t usually make much sense. How amazing that she was
with one of the girls and Pat started reading the book to her and
read it with expression and was chatting about what she had just
read. It was so beautiful so worthwhile, thank you! “
Please go to the Key Stage 1 blog if you would like to see this
special moment between one of our children and Pat the resident
sharing a story.

School closes
Thursday 29th March
and re-opens Monday
16th April 2018

