
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

A warm welcome back, we hope you have had a good Easter break and are excited to 

find out all about our next topic called ‘Water, Water Everywhere!’ 

Transition  

During this term we will be starting to prepare the children for the transition to Year 

One.  We will be raising our expectations of the children and would like you to help us in 

this.  The children have been learning the phase 2 and 3 phonic sounds, tricky words 

and their Bear words.  If you are unsure on these you can Google Phase 2 and Phase 3 

letter sounds.  Phase 3 are a little trickier, with diagraphs like, oo, ar, ai, ee. We would 

like them to practice these to include them when reading and writing simple words, 

captions and sentences.  This topic is great to encourage writing for fun.  Please use 

the creative home learning book to share experiences from home. If you are not sure 

what to do please ask!  

Items from Home 

While we discourage children bringing in toys to school, if you have any water related 

objects that your child wants to bring in and share with the other children just let us 

know.  We are always keen to share children’s experiences and interests.  

Warm Weather 

Over the coming weeks as the weather hopefully becomes warmer we kindly ask that 

you apply sun cream to your child before bringing them to school and if your child 

comes with a sunhat, this needs to be clearly labelled with your child's name.  We are 

hoping to get outside a little more for our PE sessions so don’t forget your black pumps, 

as well as your child’s other labelled PE items. 

Reception Blog 

Please remember to visit our Reception Blog and see for yourself what the children have 
been experiencing. We would love to get your feedback, so please leave a comment. 

Thank you for your continued support 

Miss Firth and Miss Jamiey in Swifts 

Miss Law and Mrs Coburn in Skylarks  

Mrs Roberts and Mrs Grimshaw in Bluebirds  

Mrs Blake who works in all 3 classes  
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MATHEMATICS 

 Recapping on numbers to 10 and moving on to 20. Continuing to use number lines to 20 and 100 squares. Counting out objects 

to 20 and finding the correct numerals. 

 Using the words more and fewer/less when counting and organising objects and looking at numerals.  

 One more and one less when using numbers to 20, Using the language involved in addition and subtracting. 

 Solving problems doubling and halving numbers. 

 Naming and describing 2D and 3D shapes. Making patterns and pictures with the shapes.  

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD 

 Learning about ways that water is used. 

Who or what needs water? Animals and 

plants. 

 Sand Area: Creating an environment 

for the creatures that live in sand. 

 Water Area—Floating and sinking, 

finding out about similarities and 

differences of materials. 

 Planting seeds and growing plants, 

fruits and vegetables.  

 Children will be using ICT to solve 

problems and make predications. 

 Looking at pollution of water in our 

world. 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

 PHSE SEAL Topic - Relationships  

 During circle time children will talk about and share ideas 

relating to the following: 

 Friends and feelings  

 Good and bad secrets 

 Who do you aspire to be? Who helps you and why?  

 Rules and expectations with friendships. 

 Takes steps to resolve conflicts with other children, e.g. finding 

a compromise. 

COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE  

 Singing time – Leaning songs and rhymes 

relating to the topic – See attached song 

sheet. 

 Stories – Children will have lots of stories 

relating to the topic with a particular focus 

on: ‘The Shark with no Teeth’ and ‘Commotion 

in the Ocean’. 

 The children will be encouraged to anticipate 

key events and respond to stories with 

relevant comments and questions. 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND 

DESIGN 

 Small world scenarios set up for 

children to develop and act out a as 

part of a group. 

 Creative activities that involve 

using a range of different tools and 

equipment. A focus on water colour 

work, looking at the artist Monet. 

 Clay and water work. 

 Under the sea pictures and 

creatures. Investigations and 

choosing particular colours to use.  

 Mixed media and collage work. 

LITERACY 

 Writing, reading and spelling words from Phase 2 and Phase 3. 

 Learning the letter names and matching upper and lower case letters. 

 We will be reading and spelling CVCC and CCVC words and tricky words.  We will be incorporating this into our theme by 

different areas of provision available throughout the topic. 

 Making up our own stories relating to the topic. 

 Exploring new words relating to the topic. 

 

                              

  

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT  

 Understanding of the need for 

safety when tackling new 

challenges and managing some 

risks.  

 Transporting and storing 

equipment safely.  

 Practices some appropriate 

safety measures without always 

being directed by an adult.  

 Indoor and outdoor exercise, 

using and developing a range of 

skills, balancing, jumping, rolling. 

Team building and working 

together.  
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Reception Songs  

A Sailor Went to Sea Sea Sea  

A sailor went to sea, sea, sea.  

To see what he could see, see, see.  

But all that he could see, see, see.  

Was the bottom of the deep blue sea, 

sea, sea! 

 

Two sailors went to sea, sea, sea.  

To see what they could see, see, see.  

But all that they could see, see, see.  

Was the bottom of the deep blue sea, 

sea, sea! 

 

Three sailors went to sea, sea, sea.  

To see what they could see, see, see.  

But all that they could see, see, see.  

Was the bottom of the deep blue sea, 

sea, sea. 

 
 
 
 

The Animals in the Ocean  
(‘Wheels on the Bus’ Tune) 
 
The sharks in the ocean go chomp, chomp, chomp 
Chomp, chomp, chomp,  
Chomp, chomp, chomp 
The sharks in the ocean go chomp, chomp, chomp  
All day long! 
 
The turtles on the ocean go snap, snap, snap, 
Snap, snap, snap,  
Snap, snap, snap. 
The turtles in the ocean go snap, snap, snap. 
All day long! 
 
The crabs in the ocean go click, click, click, 
Click, click, click, 
Click, click, click, 
The crabs in the ocean go click, click, click,  
All day long! 
 
The jellyfish in the ocean go wibble, wobble, wibble, 
Wibble, wobble, wibble, 
Wibble, wobble, wibble. 
The jellyfish in the ocean go wibble, wobble, wibble, 
All day long! 
 
The clams in the ocean go open and shut 
Open and shut 
Open and shut 
The clams in the ocean go open and shut 
All day long! 
 
The seahorse in the ocean rocks back and forth 
Back and forth 
Back and forth 
The seahorse in the ocean rocks back and forth 
All day long! 

 

 

 
  

 

 Row a Boat  

Row, row, row your boat, 

Gently down the stream. 

Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily, 

Life is but a dream. 

Row, row, row your boat, 

Gently down the stream. 

If you see an crocodile, 

Don't forget to scream. 

 

Row, row, row your boat, 

Gently down the stream. 

Throw your teacher overboard 

And listen to her scream. 

 
 



    

 

  

Creative Home Learning 

Here are some ideas for our new Topic 

Water, Water Everywhere! 
Thank you for your continued support with all of our home learning activities. The children really enjoy 

showing their ‘Home Learning’ books to the rest of the class. Don’t forget to add photographs of 

things that you have made or created or places you have visited.  

 

 What do you use water for at home? Write a list. 

 Where does your water come from? Draw a map. Find out about the water 

cycle. 

 Make a photo story of washing the crockery, or brushing your teeth. Can you 

label them or write short captions? 

 Have a go at planting your own seeds, either indoors or outdoors. Grow your 

own potatoes (from the pound shop) in a potato bag or bucket in the garden. 

 Have a play around with bubbles. Can you blow a square bubble? What’s the 

biggest bubble you can blow? 

 Make your own healthy juices. Which was your favourite? Write the recipe. 

 Find out about some of the weirdest creatures in the sea. Which is the 

biggest, the smallest, the strangest?  

 Can you make your own aquarium or coral reef in a shoebox? Think carefully 

about what you put in. Can you explain why you have chosen them? 

 Visit the library and find books about the sea and the creatures that live in it.  

Can you find both information books (non-fiction) and story books (fiction)? 

 Play with different objects in the bath or paddling pool. Which float and which 

sink?  

 Can you make an under the sea picture using only 2D shapes? 

 Share music about the sea with your families and friends. Have a look at 

Cbeebies radio for ideas: https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/search?q=the+sea 

 

Don’t forget to check out our Blog: silsdenprimary.co.uk/pupils/blogs/ 

the children can tell you a great deal about what they’ve been up to so far! 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/search?q=the+sea

