
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers       15th June 2018 
 
As we approach the end of another school year, I have important news to share with you. 
Prior to the merger of Aire View Infant School and Hothfield Junior School, Mrs Bottomley was the 
headteacher of Aire View Infant School and Mr Procter was headteacher of Hothfield Junior School. Upon 
the merger of those schools last year, Silsden Primary School came into being and Mrs Bottomley and Mr 
Procter became co-headteachers of the newly-merged school. 
 
When school breaks up for the Summer, that co-headteacher arrangement will come to an end and 
therefore, very sadly, Mrs Bottomley and Mr Procter will be leaving us at the end of the current term. 
Personal messages from Mrs Bottomley and Mr Procter accompany this letter. 
 
Mrs Bottomley was made headteacher of Aire View infant School in 1993 and Mr Procter was appointed 
headteacher of Hothfield Junior in September 2011.  That is a combined total of 32 years of service to our 
school.  The Governing Board is so very grateful to Mrs Bottomley and Mr Procter for their years of 
leadership service to our school, and to the children, and community, of Silsden. 
 
As Chair of Governors it is important to have regular contact with the headteachers, as we have to work 
closely together, and at a personal level I would like it to be known what a pleasure it has been working 
with both of them. 
 
Working alongside the Local Authority, Governors are in the process of recruiting a new Headteacher to 
Silsden Primary School.  
 
From September 2018, Mrs Angela Vinnicombe will be the Interim Executive Headteacher at Silsden 
Primary, taking over the role of the Headteacher on a day-to -day basis, working strategically with leaders 
to implement sustainable measures to take Silsden Primary into the future.  This is an interim appointment 
which is expected to be for the period September to December 2018. 
 
Mrs Vinnicombe is an experienced school leader who has worked in settings in the Keighley area for the 
last 15 years; as Deputy Head, Headteacher and since 2015 as Executive Headteacher of the Ingrow and 
Long Lee Federation. From time to time, working alongside the Silsden team, other very experienced 
external, specialist leaders in teaching and learning will add capacity and strength. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The leadership team of Silsden Primary in September will therefore be: 
 
Mrs Angela Vinnicombe  Executive Headteacher 
Mrs Theresa O’Connor Deputy Headteacher 
Mrs Sally-Anne Boyes  School Business Manager 
Mr Jon Crossley   KS2 Teaching and Learning 
Miss Jennie Hudson   Y4,5,6 Phase Leader  KS2 SEND and Inclusion (SENDCO) 
Mrs Alison O’Hara   Y1,2,3 Phase Leader 
Mrs Wendy Sealey   EYFS/KS1 SEND and Inclusion (SENDCO) 
 
We anticipate that a new permanent headteacher will commence in post from January 2019. However, 
should the opportunity arise for an earlier start, this will be facilitated by both the governors and Mrs 
Vinnicombe. We will of course communicate this to you at the earliest opportunity. 
The Governing Board wishes Mrs Bottomley and Mr Procter all the very best for what happens next in their 
careers, as they continue to work towards ensuring that children receive the best education. 
I know that you will also want to send your best wishes to our co-headteachers at this time, and 
appropriate opportunities to say farewell will be organised. If, in the meantime, you would like to send 
those good wishes direct to Mrs Bottomley and Mr Procter then please feel free to do so. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Neil Whitaker 
Chair of the Governing Board 
Silsden Primary School 
 
(Personal statements from Mrs Bottomley and Mr Procter follow) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents / Carers 
 
This is by far the most difficult letter I have had to write.  I want to inform you that after 25 years as Head 
Teacher I will be leaving our school in July 2018.  Our school is a very special place and one that will stay in 
my heart for ever as I take away with me many fond memories and many successes. It has been a privilege 
to work with such wonderful children and families over the years.  I have had the pleasure of seeing 
children blossom and grow starting in Nursery, through our Infant School into the Junior School, to South 
Craven and then going on to university or into many different fields of work.  In addition, I have the rare 
privilege of seeing my early children’s children coming through school now. It saddens me to see our 
current children knowing I will not be around to nurture them on their continuing journey.  I have always 
had a passion for my chosen career and believe children must receive the very best of care and education 
in equal measures. This has been achieved by the wonderful staff team I worked with over the years.  Their 
dedication and commitment to the children continues to be second to none.  I will miss their company and 
the laughter that resounds through school on a daily basis. I have also loved working with the community 
of Silsden and I know they will continue to work closely with Silsden Primary School as it continues to 
develop. I am now hoping my years of expertise can be used to support children in other schools across the 
district.  I wish you all the very best for the future and I will think of you often. 
With fondest wishes 
Vicky Bottomley   Co-Headteacher 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
It is a great regret to me that I am leaving Silsden Primary School at the end of term. Silsden is a wonderful 
place with the most fantastic children and it has been my privilege and pleasure to serve this community 
for these seven years. Working with the families, children and staff of Aire View, Hothfield and Silsden has 
been such a great experience and I shall miss everyone terribly.   
 
I have always had a fundamental belief in the potential of all our children and a sense of duty that they all 
deserve my absolute commitment and the best for their education. Together we have created a very 
special - and successful- place for our children to learn, play and develop. I am very proud of all that we 
have achieved together.  I think Mrs Bottomley and I leave behind a great school for your children. 
 
I now look forward to pastures new as a headteacher elsewhere- as yet uncertain! – but I will never forget 
my wonderful seven years here. 
 
My heartfelt thanks for all your support. 
 
James Procter   Co-Headteacher 


