
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Welcome back! It’s great to see all of your lovely summery faces, we can’t believe this is our last half 

term of the year! Our next and final topic is called: What’s in my Garden? We will be learning all about 

what can be found in the garden, this will include animals, insects and plants. Our topic starts with a visit 

from the ‘Bug Lady’.  We are hoping that this visit will really bring the topic to life as the children 

experience the animals and insects that she will bring with her. As usual we have planned lots of other 

fun and practical activities relating to the topic which can be seen on the attached overview along with 

some ideas for creative home learning and our song sheet. 

This half term is going to be our busiest yet. We will be preparing the children for the transition 

into Year 1 and will be taking part in lots of whole school and topic based events.   

 

Dates you may like to note; 

‘Bug Lady’ Visit: Friday 8th June 

‘Nell Bank’ Visit: Tuesday 19th June 

Class Photograph: Wednesday 13th June 

Sports Day: Tuesday 26th June (details to follow) 

Whole school Transition Day—Children meet their new teacher and spend time in their new 

classroom: Tuesday 3rd July 

School closes for summer: Wednesday 25th July  

 

Please could you name all items of clothing, especially jumpers and cardigans, as these easily get 

mixed up.   

Please remember to visit our wonderful Reception Blog and see for yourself what the children have 

been experiencing. The children love seeing themselves and can tell you all about what we have been 

learning. We would love to get your feedback, so please leave a comment. 

Thank you for your continued support,  

Miss Firth and Miss Jamiey in Swifts 

Miss Law and Mrs Coburn in Skylarks  

Mrs Roberts and Mrs Grimshaw in Bluebirds  

Mrs Blake who works in all 3 class 
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MATHEMATICS 

 Recapping on numbers to 20, ordering numbers. Filling in the gaps on number lines and 100 squares.  

 Adding two groups of items together and use the vocabulary involved in addition, using words like add, adding, total, equals. 

Recapping on recording addition problems, using number sentences and symbols. 

 Taking items away from another group, using vocabulary like take away, subtract, total and equals. Recap on recording 

subtraction and writing number sentences. 

 Doubling quantities and numbers. halving groups and quantities. Sharing items into different groups and discussing how 

many in each group.  

 Recapping on shape, space and measure. Looking at 2D and 3D shapes, time and measuring and comparing objects.  

 
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD 

 Mini beast hunt – investigating the 

different minibeasts we can find in our 

outdoor area using magnifying glasses.  

 Planting and growing – observing 

changes in plants as they grow and 

thinking about how we care for 

different plants.  

 Looking at the lifecycles of plants and 

butterflies.  

 Exploring different habitats that mini 

beasts live in. 

 Thinking about Bee’s – why are they 

important to us? 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

 Our topic is ‘Me and my World’.  We will be doing lots of 

carpet time activities relating to the big changes that will 

be taking place in September. 

 We will support the children as their confidence grows to 

speak in a familiar group, talking about their ideas. They 

will be encouraged to say when they do, or do not need help. 

 They will have support to adjust their behaviour to 

different situations and understand changes of routines. 

 The children will be joining in with special events such as 

Sports day. 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE  

 Singing time – Learning songs and rhymes relating to 

the topic – See attached song sheet. 

 Stories – Children will have lots of stories relating to 

the topic with a particular focus on: ‘The Hungry 

Caterpillar’ and ‘Oliver’s Vegetables’. 

 The children will be expressing themselves 

effectively, showing an awareness of listeners’ needs.  

 Children to use past, present and future forms 

accurately when talking about events that have 

happened or are to happen in the future. 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN 

 Food Technology – using fruit and 

vegetables we can grow in our 

gardens! 

 Observational drawings and 

sketches – butterflies and plants.  

 Using salt dough to design and 

decorate our own mini beasts.  

 Vegetable and flower printing  

 Learning about symmetry – creating 

our own butterfly paintings.  

 Using instruments to recreate 

sounds they hear in their garden.  

LITERACY 

 Talking and writing about the visit to Nell Bank, retelling events – What did we do first, next and last of all.  What was 

their favourite part of the trip?  

 They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. 

 They will read and write simple sentences in meaningful contexts.  

 Read and write some common irregular words.  

 The children will demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read or written.  

 Phonics - Writing, reading and spelling words from Phase 3.  

  

 

                              

  

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT  

Lots of new skills to learn this half 

term practicing for sports day! We 

shall be looking at team games and 

working together as a group. We 

shall be outside as much as we can 

this final half term. 

 Throwing bean bags into 

targets. 

 Running races as part of a 

team. 

 Bean bag balancing and races. 

 Sack races. 

 Javelin and discus.  

 Jumping games.  
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Reception Songs  

I’m a Little Bean Song 

(Sung to the tune I’m a little teapot) 

I’m a little bean small and round 

(curl up on the floor) 

Bury me deep in the soft ground 

(sung in a very low deep voice) 

Sprinkle me with water 

(act out watering can) 

Sunshine too, 

(hands out wide) 

Watch me grow as tall as you 

(stretch to the sky) 

 
 
 

 

  

  

Tiny Caterpillar on a Leaf 
 

There’s a tiny caterpillar on a leaf Wriggle, Wriggle 

There’s a tiny caterpillar on leaf Wriggle, Wriggle 

There’s a tiny caterpillar, tiny caterpillar 

A tiny caterpillar on leaf on a leaf Wriggle, Wriggle 

 

He will eat the leaf around him till he’s full Munch! 

Munch! 

He will eat the leaf around him till he’s full Munch! 

Munch! 

He will eat the leaf around him, eat the leaf around 

him 

He will eat the leaf around him till he’s full Munch! 

Munch! 

 

A cocoon is what he’s spinning for his home Spin, 

Spin 

A cocoon is what he’s spinning for his home Spin, 

Spin 

A cocoon is what he’s spinning, cocoon is what he’s 

spinning 

A cocoon is what he’s spinning for his home Spin, 

Spin 

 

Then he’ll be a butterfly and fly away Flap! Flap! 

Then he’ll be a butterfly and fly away Flap! Flap! 

Then he’ll be a butterfly, be a butterfly 

He will be a butterfly and fly away Flap! Flap! 

 

 
  

 

The Insect Song 

(Sung to the wheels on the bus.)  

The spider in his web goes spin spin 

spin, spin spin spin, spin spin spin. 

The spider in his web goes spin spin 

spin all day long. 

The caterpillar on the leaf goes wiggle 

wiggle wiggle- 

The bee on the flower goes buzz buzz 

buzz. 

The butterfly in the sky goes flap flap 

flap. 
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Creative Home Learning 

Here are some ideas for our new topic 

What’s in my Garden? 
Thank you for your continued support with all of our home learning activities. The children really enjoy 

showing their ‘Home Learning’ books to the rest of the class. Don’t forget to add photographs of things 

that you have made or created or places you have visited.  

 

 Go on a walk in the local area and look at some of the flowers and trees you can 

see growing. Can your grown-up help you to name them? 

 Plant some seeds, either indoors or outdoors, and watch them grow.  What do you 

need to do to help them to grow? Can you make a photo story or draw pictures? 

Have a look at Cbeebies for some  gardening tips: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/7-tips-for-gardening-with-children 

 Go on a treasure hunt in your garden or the park. Can you find 5 things in the same 

colour, or shape and make a list? (Remember not to pick anything without checking 

with a grown-up first).  

 Visit a local garden centre and have a look at the different flowers and plants 

they have for sale. Which do you like? Which don’t you like? 

 Collect leaves: compare the sizes and shapes. Can you name the tree or plant they 

came from? 

 Make a bird feeder. There are lots of lovely ideas for easy ones on this website: 

https://happyhooligans.ca/32-homemade-bird-feeders/ 

 Visit the library and find books about gardens, flowers and plants.  Can you find 

both information books (non-fiction) and story books (fiction)? 

 Decorate a plant-pot using felt-tips or paint.  

 Draw or paint a picture of your favourite flower or a garden scene. Can you label 

it? 

 Help to prepare something healthy to eat using vegetables or fruit that have 

grown in a garden, e.g. a smoothie using berries, or a fruit, or vegetable salad.  

Don’t forget to check out our Blog: silsdenprimary.co.uk/pupils/blogs/ 

The children can tell you a great deal about what they’ve been up to so far! 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/7-tips-for-gardening-with-children
https://happyhooligans.ca/32-homemade-bird-feeders/

