
 

                    12th April 2019 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have made it to the end of a long Spring term. The staff and children have worked hard, and I 
would like to thank them for all they have done in moving our school forward over the last thirteen 
weeks. There have been changes, which parents don’t always see, and these have been approached 
with a great attitude by all. I hope that parents have been able to come into school on our parent 
open day sessions to see the wonderful topic work which has been going on in different classes. I 
know that the children have really enjoyed working with our new topic curriculum. Please do come 
to them next term as they are a great opportunity to see your child’s work up close and take part in 
activities in their classrooms. This week there has been a wonderful Easter production by Year 1 and 
our KS2 children have all attended an Easter assembly at St James’s church in town. Please make 
sure you keep checking our school blogs to keep up to date with what has been going on.  
 
I am unfortunately announcing the retirement of Mrs Theresa O’Connor. As you know she is 
currently the school’s Deputy Headteacher, but she has worked here in various leadership roles 
since 2007. I know that this has been a difficult decision for her to make and she is very sad to be 
leaving. However, she is also excited about what lies ahead. She will be leaving on the 31st of May, 
and I would like to take this opportunity to formally thank her on behalf of the school Governors, 
staff and pupils for her service and dedication to both Aire View and Silsden Primary School. I would 
encourage parents to offer her your congratulations and best wishes when you see her in school 
over the coming half term. Obviously, we want to celebrate her time at our school and show our 
appreciation for all that she has done for our pupils over the years. We will  be informing parents of 
our plans for this and the interim leadership structure after the Easter Holiday.  
 
Internally we have made several appointments to middle leadership roles. These positions take on a 
key responsibility across the school for certain curriculum areas, with the main focus being on the 
quality of teaching and learning. These are;  
 
Mr Bolland  - Maths Leader   Mr Pickering - Wider Curriculum Leader  
Mrs Carling - Science Leader   Miss Daguzan - Writing Leader 
 
These staff will now play more prominent part in the management of the school, and I am sure you 
will wish them luck and give them your support in their new roles.  
 
I am sure the many of you will have heard/read last night in the Craven Herald that the work is due 
to commence on the building of our new school on the 7th of May, and that it will be ready for July 
2020. I have not had any formal confirmation from the Council yet to share with you. Please rest 
assured I will let you know what is happening when things are confirmed and finalised. They are not 
yet. However, we are still working toward being in our new school in September 2020.  I’m sure that 
we will see swift progress and we will be looking for every opportunity to involve pupils and parents 
in the building of our new school when it starts!  



 

After Easter we will Launch Silsden Sprouts, our school’s before and after school child care facility. I 
would like to thank Mrs Boyes, our School Business Manager and her wider team for their hard work 
in getting this set up. I’m sure that parents and children will see the benefit of this, and we hope that 
it helps lots of our parents with childcare provision in their busy lives. If parents wish to enquire 
about how to access Sprouts they can look at the school website or contact the office directly. 
Parents are reminded that because of this we will no longer be opening the library from 8.30 on the 
Hothfield Site. Pupils will not be allowed into school before the morning session after Easter unless 
they are attending the Sprouts breakfast club.  
 
As with many primary schools, parking at the start and the end of the school day can be quite 
chaotic. Could parents please refrain from parking on the yellow zig zags that are located at the main 
gate entrances of both sites. These areas are designed to be kept free from parked vehicles in order 
to keep children safe when coming to school. Parking wardens do patrol the area so be warned!  
 
It has been brought to my attention several times since September that some parents complain and 
vent their frustrations with school on Facebook. I don’t have an issue with this, however parents 
should be mindful of the language which they choose to use. If parents feel strongly about 
something at school, I would encourage you to arrange a meeting with either myself , or another 
member of the SMT, so that we can hear what you are unhappy with. We never refuse to meet with 
parents or carers, and my door is always open. This is the only way that can result in a positive 
outcome. It would also give the school the opportunity to clarify the facts around ce rtain issues and 
the reasons why things happen the way they do. These tend to get altered or missed altogether 
online.  
 
One area of school that was an issue in September was the quality of school dinners, particularly on 
the Hothfield site. We have put a lot of work into getting an improved service from Bradford LA, who 
provide the food and staff, and I now believe that the school meal provision is very good. Th e service 
provided by Debbie and her team is excellent. As you may be aware we have introduced a band 
system to enable pupils to pre order their school dinner. This ensures that whether you are 1st or 
200th in the queue, you are guaranteed to get what you like as long as you don’t change your mind 
between 9.15 and dinner time! I hope that this will encourage more parents to select the school 
meal provision for their children and more children enjoy hot meals at school. 
  
Finally, I would like to thank parents for your continued support of our school , and I wish you all an 
enjoyable, relaxing Easter holiday. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
K.S.Russell 
Headteacher 


