
 

 

 

 

Welcome to Reception at Silsden Primary School,   

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to all our new children and their families and welcome 

back existing families! We hope you have had a good summer break and are ready for this exciting 

introduction to full time education. 

The topic we will be focusing on this half term is ‘Funny Bones’.  

The children will be learning about their bodies, skeletons, keeping healthy and staying safe. We shall 

also be thinking about our families and friends and how we are all different, special and unique. We 

shall be celebrating our similarities and differences; discussing our hobbies and interests and what we 

like to do. 

Chatter Boxes 

As mentioned at our New to Reception Parent’s evening in June, we would like you to help your child 

make a Chatter box. It would be great if you could include five to six items that will tell us something 

about your child. You can decorate the outside of the box with relevant pictures, stickers and photos. 

These can be brought into school at any point during the first few weeks. We will keep these at school 

for a while so please do not send precious, or sentimental items. The children enjoy sharing their 

boxes with the rest of the class. 

Here are some other ideas to get you going, but we are sure you can think of lots more! 

A photo of themselves, their family and any pets 

A picture of somewhere or someone they like to visit 

A small inexpensive toy that shows your child’s interests e.g. plastic dinosaur, toy car etc 

A favourite story 

A picture of their favourite sport or hobby 

We understand that the start of Reception can be a little daunting for both the children and parents 

and we would like to reassure you that we will do our best to settle everyone in as quickly as possible. 

We encourage the children’s independence and aim for them to come into school by themselves as soon 

as possible and we ask for your support in preparing them for this. 

Please be patient with us at the end of the day when it is time to go home, as we are still getting to 

know you all and becoming familiar with all the new parent’s faces. Thank you 

 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

Thank you for your support, 

The Reception Team 
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MATHEMATICS 

 Recognise, name, order and write numbers from 0 to 10 then to 20, this will be done in a familiar context for 

example, number rhymes, songs and stories.  

 Begin to use ‘Ten Town’ characters and their number rhymes, to help develop an understanding of the value of 

numbers.  

 Looking at different shapes and using language to describe them.  

 Solve simple practical problems involving counting in ‘real life’ or role play.  

 

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD 

 Understanding and exploring our 5 

senses using a range of textures, 

food and sound sources.   

 We will have a visit from the ‘Life 

Education Caravan’. A mobile 

classroom used to teach children 

all about their bodies and how to 

look after them.  

 Learning all about our bodies, how 

they are different and how to keep 

fit and healthy.  

 Looking at skeletons and x-rays to 

explore the different parts of our 

body.  

 Exploring how we can use the 

computers, using a programmes 

such as 2Simple in Purple Mash.  

PERSONAL, SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

 PSHCE SEAL topic – All About Me.  

 Chatterboxes – an opportunity for children to talk 

about themselves and ask questions to their new 

friends. 

 Circle time activities and ring games to support the 

children in getting to know their new friends and new 

environment. 

 

COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE  

 Singing time – Leaning lots of songs and 

rhymes relating to the topic – See 

attached song sheet.  

 Stories – Children will have opportunities 

to listen to and engage with lots of 

stories relating to our topic with a 

particular focus on ‘Funnybones’  

 

 Children will enjoy a variety of stories, 

rhymes and poems including the book 

‘Funny Bones’. They will listen and 

respond to ideas expressed by others in 

conversation or discussion.  

To describe themselves in positive terms and 

talk about abilities. Singing – ‘The Skeleton 

Dance’ song on YouTube. 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=e54m6XOpRgU                                                           

 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND 

DESIGN 

 Exploring different colour and 

shape, using paint to draw self 

portraits  

 Begin to understand seasonal 

changes and look at natural 

objects.  

 Opportunities to make models 

and build both indoors and 

outdoors with a range of 

materials. 

 Explore role play in all 

provision areas. Our home 

corner will be a house and then 

a pet shop/vets. 

LITERACY 

 Mark making activities will be available for children both inside and out. 

 Recognising and identify letters needed to write their own name.  

 Beginning to hear and say initial sounds in words.  

 Playing games to segment the sounds in simple words and blend them orally.  

 Begin to understand the concept of a word and recognise some familiar labels and signs around the classroom. 

 Listen to stories and relate these to their own experiences.  

 Shared reading, exploring meaning and sounds of new words.  

 An introduction to Bear Words. 

 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT  

 Develop fine motor skills 

using a range of small and 

large equipment with 

opportunities to handle tools, 

objects, and malleable 

materials.  

 PE - exploring our body parts 

and how to move them safely, 

developing gross motor skills, 

balance and coordination.  

 Outdoors - opportunities to 

play, make dens, climb along 

our traversing wall and learn 

to ride a balance/pedal bike. 

 Learning the skeleton dance - 

https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=e54m6XOpRgU (link to 

practice at home!)  
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e54m6XOpRgU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e54m6XOpRgU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e54m6XOpRgU


 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception Songs and Rhymes 

‘Funny Bones’ 
  

Dem Bones      

Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 

Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 

Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 

Now shake dem skeleton bones! 

 

The toe bone's connected to the foot bone, 

The foot bone's connected to the ankle bone, 

The ankle bone's connected to the leg bone, 

Now shake dem skeleton bones! 

 

The leg bone's connected to the knee bone, 

The knee bone's connected to the thigh bone, 

The thigh bone's connected to the hip bone, 

Now shake dem skeleton bones! 

 

Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 

Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 

Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 

Now shake dem skeleton bones! 

 

The hip bone's connected to the back bone 

The back bone's connected to the neck bone, 

The neck bone's connected to the head bone, 

Now shake dem skeleton bones! 

 

The finger bone's connected to the hand bone, 

The hand bone's connected to the arm bone, 

The arm bone's connected to the shoulder bone, 

Now shake dem skeleton bones! 

 

Dem bones, dem bones gonna walk around 

Dem bones, dem bones, gonna walk around 

Dem bones, dem bones, gonna walk around 

Now shake dem skeleton bones! 

                                            

  

  

  

123 Good to be Me 

123 good to be me 123 

123 good to be me 123 

123 it’s good to be me and I want the 

world to know it’s good to be me. 

123 it’s good to be me and I want the 

world to know it’s good to be me. 

I’m a special person and there's only 

one of me. 

So no one else is prouder of the person 

that is me.  (Click on the link to watch on you tube) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igm

U0b65WCU 

 

 

  

  

  
  

Head and Shoulders 
  

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, 

Knees and toes, 

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, 

Knees and toes, 

And eyes and ears, 

And mouth and nose,  

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, 

Knees and toes.  

  
  

This is the Way We Wash Our 

Hands 

This is the way we wash our hands, 

Wash our hands, 

Wash our hands. 

This is the way we wash our hands, 

To keep our bodies healthy. 

This the way we wash our… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igmU0b65WCU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igmU0b65WCU


    

 

  

Creative Home Learning 

Here are some ideas for our topic 

‘Funny Bones’ 
Please just choose a few and record your work in the  

  ‘Creative Home Learning’ book. 

These new books will be sent home next week. 

 Sing our topic based songs 

 Learn about skeletons and why they are important for our bodies 

 Name some of the bones in the body 

 Draw a picture of your family and bring it to school to show 

everyone, or take some of your own photos 

 Visit the Library and find some books about bodies and bones or 

stories from the ‘Funny Bones’ collection 

 Make some body shaped biscuits and decorate with icing to make 

it look like a skeleton, 

 Make a collage skeleton - using natural or recycled materials,  

 

Don’t forget to look at our Reception Blog: 

https://silsdenprimary.co.uk/pupils/blogs/ 

Please leave us your comments on the Blog, we like to see your 

comments and suggestions! 
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