
 

 

                   20th December 2019 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we reach the end of another busy school term I would like to write to you all to give you a brief 
roundup of what we have done this term, and what to look forward to after the Christmas Holiday. I 
hope that this letter finds you well at the end of what has been a busy term for school. It is 
important to thank all the staff for their hard work over the last 15 weeks. They have worked many 
long hours above and beyond and I hope that they all enjoy a good rest over the holiday. 
 
When I joined the school as Headteacher just over a year ago, it became apparent that things were 
not as they should be, and many aspects of school needed to be improved. Through consultation 
with the Local Authority we graded our school as a 4, on a scale of 1-4, which highlighted the 
concern that we had at the time for the quality of provision the school was offering to its children. I 
am pleased to say that through the hard work of our staff and support of the Governors, we have 
moved ourselves to a three grading this term. This shows that, although there have been 
improvements that we can be pleased about, we are still on a journey of improvement, and have 
challenges to overcome to ensure that our school is the best that it can be.  
 
I know that many parents have seen first-hand some of the improvements that we have put in place 
so far. Improvements in behaviour have been significant. High standards in behaviour in school will 
form the bedrock of any future success. I am sure that parents have seen the difference in their 
children’s books, their children’s engagement in topics through their home learning and initiatives 
such as Times Tables Rock Stars. These are all part of what we have working on to move our school 
forward.   
 
This journey will continue next term. We will be turning our focus to reading, both in the classroom 
and at home. We have just spent £13,500 on an entirely new reading scheme and this will be rolled 
out across both sites in January. Alongside this we will be offering online support to assist with 
reading at home. There will also be the launch of a reading challenge, and we have invested a 
further £3,500 in books to develop libraries in individual classrooms which will contain modern 
books which will hopefully inspire children to develop a love of books and reading.      
 
As a school we have held several fundraising activities over the last term. These have been well 
supported by parents. The Christmas Shoe Box appeal generated 76 shoe boxes which have all gone 
to poor children in the local area. Thank you to the hard work of Mrs Law who has organised this 
initiative and she would like to pass on her thanks to all those who contributed.  
 
There have been other charity fundraising events this term. Pupils raised £833 for children in need 
through our own clothes day. We raised £276 for the Poppy Appeal. The school staff raised £214 
through our McMillan Coffee Morning. Christmas Jumper Day raised £501 and we raised £124 for 
the Charity Shelter at the Year Three Christmas Production.  



 

 

This aspect of school is incredibly important as it helps develop our children’s understanding of the 
need to be charitable, of how to contribute to the wider society and support those less fortunate 
than ourselves.  Thank you for supporting all of this.  
 
In addition to this we have also launched our school PTA this term. This has been an amazing 
success, and I would like to thank all those involved for the commitment and energy they have 
shown in getting things up and running.  
I would also like to thank all the parents who have been asked to contribute to many different 
initiatives. You have all stepped up and helped to make a significant amount of money this term.  
Your effort is appreciated .  
 
There have been several parents who have missed communications over the last term that we have 
sent out through School Ping. It is very important that parents ensure that the school has your up to 
date emails address and mobile number. Parents must ensure that they have the Ping app set up on 
their mobile devices or home computers and that they have notifications turned on. We can support 
parents who are struggling with setting this up. Please contact the school office. 
 
The school was informed this week that the School Meal service will be increasing the cost of a 
school dinner to £1.90 from January. Can parents please be aware that we will be charging £1.90 for 
a school dinner from January as well. This is a 10p increase. As parents are aware we have made 
significant improvements to the quality of food and service that the children receive and Tracy and 
her team do an excellent job. The new price still represents excellent value and would encourage as 
many pupils as possible to have one. Please note that this change is for KS2 children only. All 
children in KS1 will still receive free school meals.  
 
Please remember that school starts for Children on Tuesday 7th January 2019 
 
Finally I would like to wish you all a Happy Christmas. I hope that it isn’t too hectic and that you are 
able to enjoy some quality time relaxing with your families. I look forward to seeing you all in the 
New Year.   
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
K.S.Russell 
Headteacher 
 


