
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silsden Primary School 

 

EYFS Policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Approved by Governors. 28th November 2019 
Review date: December 2020 



 

 

Rationale  

This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of the Early Years 

Foundation Stage at Silsden Primary School.  

“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to 

fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences 

between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe 

and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early 

learning together provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities 

and talents as they grow up”. Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, 

September 2014.  

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of the 
Reception year. Our Early Years Foundation Stage accommodates children from the age of 3 
to 5 years. In our school we have one Nursery class and three full-time Reception classes. In 
the nursery we offer morning sessions or afternoon sessions. Children are offered a place 
following their third birthday. In Nursery there is a minimum of one full-time teacher and 
two full-time teaching assistants.  Each Reception class has a minimum of a full time teacher 
and a full-time teaching assistant.  To ensure best practice and continuity our foundation 
stage classes work closely together and share planning, activities and an outdoor learning 
environment.  
 
We believe that early childhood is the foundation on which children build the rest of their 
lives and at Silsden Primary School we greatly value the importance that the EYFS plays in 
laying secure foundations for future learning and development. 
 
Aims and Objectives 
 
We aim to support all children to become independent and collaborative learners. Across 
the Foundation Stage, we will provide a broad and balanced curriculum that will enable 
each child to develop socially, emotionally, spiritually, physically, creatively and 
intellectually to their full potential. 
 
At Silsden Primary School, we will: 
 

 Provide a happy, safe, stimulating and challenging programme of learning and 
development for the children to experience as they begin their journey through 
school. 
 

 Provide a broad, balanced, relevant and creative curriculum that will set in place firm 
foundations for further learning and development in Key Stage 1 and beyond and 
enable choice and decision making, fostering independence and self-confidence. 

 

 Value what each child can do, assessing their individual needs and next steps and 
helping each child to progress. We will use a variety of assessment methods 
including ongoing and more formalised observations and assessments.  

 



 Develop positive relationships with parents and carers to build a strong partnership 
in supporting their children 

 

 Provide a caring and inclusive learning environment which is sensitive to the 
requirements of the individual child including those who have additional needs. 
 

We follow the curriculum as outlined in the 2014 Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
document, which is available on the school website.  
 
More information on this curriculum is available in a parent friendly handbook 
and can be found online at: 
http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2015/03/what-to-expect-when-a-parentsguide/ 

The EYFS is based on 4 principles:  

Unique child 
We recognise that children learn and develop in various ways and at different rates. The 
characteristics of effective learning support the child to become a motivated and effective 
learner. Children will play and explore and ‘have a go’ at using available resources, 
developing their language and experiences. Children will develop resilience and enjoy 
achievements through active learning and will make links, explore their ideas and strategies 
for problem solving through creating and thinking critically. Practitioners support children in 
developing all these characteristics through careful planning and by providing experiences 
and activities to scaffolding and supporting their learning.  
 
Children are treated fairly regardless of race, religion, gender or abilities. We welcome all 
children and families into our setting so that they feel included, safe and valued. We give 
our children every opportunity to achieve their best. We do this by taking account of our 
children’s range of life experiences when planning for their learning. 
 
Positive Relationships 

At Silsden Primary we recognise that children learn to be strong, confident and independent 

from being in secure relationships. We aim to develop caring, respectful, professional 

relationships with the children and their families. We recognise that parents are children’s 

first and most enduring educators and we value being partners with them in their child’s 

education through:  

 Providing an induction meeting for all new Nursery and Reception parents before 

their child starts school. 

 Visiting new Nursery children in their home setting and visiting new Reception 

children in their current setting prior to them starting Silsden Primary School.  

 Encouraging parents to talk to the child’s teacher if there are any concerns via ‘class 

dojo’ or after school. 

 There is a formal meeting for parents in the autumn and spring terms at which the 

teacher and the parent discuss the child’s progress. Parents receive a report on their 

child’s attainment and progress at the end of the school year in July.  

 Sharing regularly the children’s ‘Learning Journey’ with parents and valuing the 

ongoing contributions to this from parents.   

 Arranging a reading meeting at the beginning of the year to explain how children are 

taught to read and what parents can do at home to support their child.   

http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2015/03/what-to-expect-when-a-parentsguide/


 Developing a range of topics and appropriate activities throughout the year that 

encourage collaboration between child, school and parents. 

 All staff involved with EYFS aim to develop good relationships with all children and 

parents, interacting positively with them and taking time to listen. 

Enabling Environments 

At Silsden Primary School our areas both inside and outside are thoroughly thought out to 

allow children to explore and learn securely and safely. There are specific areas where the 

children can be active, be quiet and be creative. In EYFS we recognise the importance of a 

rich environment both inside and outside. Continuous provision is available in each area in 

the classroom with enhancements being made daily to facilitate children’s interests and 

needs.  

In both Nursery and Reception children have access to the inside and the outside 

environment at various points in the day which has a positive effect on the children’s 

development. The Early Years Foundation Stage pupils have their own outdoor area with 

sand, water, bikes, writing opportunities, mud kitchen, construction, garden area and role 

play. Spending time outdoors offers opportunities for exploring and learning things 

differently to when pupils are indoors and gives things a different perspective. The children 

can explore, use their senses and be physically active and exuberant in a well organised safe 

environment.  

Learning and Development 

Our curriculum for the Foundation Stage reflects the learning aims and objectives set out in 
the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum.  
 
There are seven areas of learning and development that must shape educational provision 
in all early years’ settings. All areas of learning and development are important and inter-
connected, and none can be delivered in isolation from the others. Our children’s learning 
requires a balance of adult led and child-initiated activities in order for children to develop 
effectively and to give them the best chance of obtaining a good level of development at the 
end of their Reception Year.  
 
Three areas (listed below) are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and 
enthusiasm for learning and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and 
thrive.  
 
 
The three Prime Areas are:  
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development – children develop confidence and self-
esteem, learn how to manage feelings and respect others.  

Communication and Language – children have opportunities to speak and listen in a range 
of situations and experience a rich language environment  

Physical Development - children have opportunities to be active and develop coordination 
(both gross motor and fine motor) and they learn about healthy choices.  
 
Staff will also support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas 
are strengthened and applied.  
 



The Specific Areas are:  
 
Literacy – involves children learning how letters link to the sounds and begin to read and 
write.  

Mathematics – children have opportunities to develop counting and calculating skills, to use 
numbers in everyday activities and recognise and describe shapes and measures.  

Understanding of the World – children have opportunities to find out about people and 
communities, the environment and technology.  

Expressive Arts and Design – involves exploring feelings and ideas through music, dance, 
role play and design.  
 
We follow the children’s interests when planning for each group of children and involve the 
children in choosing activities and resources. Children and parents are encouraged to be 
involved in the next steps for learning through sharing the children’s learning journeys and 
parent consultations. Child-initiated learning and adult led activities are focused on the 
children’s interests. We extend children’s learning through observing, getting involved in 
their play, supporting their thinking and asking open-ended questions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Planning and Teaching  
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum provides the basis for planning throughout the 
Foundation Stage. The planning objectives within the Foundation Stage are from the 
Development Matters Statements from the Early Years Foundation Stage document. Our 
planning is based upon different topics that have been identified from the children’s 
interest to enable us to deliver the children’s next steps in learning which also responds to 
their social and emotional needs as well as their achievement.  
 
During children’s time in Nursery and Reception a range of shared activities are planned for 

all classes to help develop children’s confidence and to ensure both nursery and reception 

make use of the whole school facilities, such as the hall, ICT suite and playground for 

appropriate activities to ensure that children are confident and well prepared for moving 

around the school and for mixing with older children when they start school.  

 
Assessment 
 
Children will be assessed on their entry into both Nursery and Reception. The Reception 
baseline assessment takes into account any other records we receive from previous pre-
school settings, parents and childminders. Many of our children have attended our nursery 
which helps to facilitate this process. These assessments allow us to identify patterns of 



attainment within the cohort, in order to adjust the teaching programme for individual 
children and groups of children.  
 
Assessment in the EYFS takes the form of observation, photographs, videos and teacher 
judgements. This involves the teacher and other adults as appropriate. If a child’s progress 
in any of the prime areas gives cause for concern, staff will discuss this with the child’s 
parents/carers in order to agree how to support their child. The teacher judgements at the 
end of the academic year will inform the end of Reception Early Years Foundation Stage 
Profile for each child which is reported to the Local Authority. They will achieve expected 
(meeting the Early Learning Goal), emerging (working towards the Early Learning Goal) or 
exceeding (working beyond the Early Learning Goal).  We send a summary of these 
assessments to the LA for analysis. The child’s next teacher uses this information to make 
plans for the year ahead. See Appendix 1.  
 
Within the final term of the EYFS, we provide a written summary to parents, reporting their 
progress against the Early Learning Goals. Parents are given the opportunity to discuss these 
judgements with the teacher. We adhere to the statutory guidance for assessment and 
reporting arrangements (ARA) for the EYFS profile for the latest academic year. 
 
Safeguarding 

See schools safeguarding policy 

Healthy Eating 
All children, in Nursery and Reception, are provided with a healthy snack each day as well as 
being given the choice of a drink - milk or water. They have access to water at all times. 
School dinners are provided for free for all children in Reception and menus are sent termly 
for parents to see and choose from. We also ask parents for a voluntary contribution of £5 
per year as a contribution to cooking ingredients which we incorporate into our curriculum. 
This is to encourage pupils to try a range of foods and develop skills.  
 
 
 
 
Appendix 1  
 

EYFS EARLY LEARNING GOALS 

 
Prime Areas:  
 
Communication and Language  
 
ELG 01 Listening and Attention Children listen attentively in a range of situations. They 
listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with 
relevant comments, questions or actions. They give their attention to what others say and 
respond appropriately, while engaged in another activity. 
 
ELG 02 Understanding Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. They 
answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or 
events.  
 



ELG 03 Speaking Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ 
needs. They use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that 
have happened or are to happen in the future. They develop their own narratives and 
explanations by connecting ideas or events.  
 
Physical Development  
 
ELG 04 Moving and Handling Children show good control and co-ordination in large and 
small movements. They move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space. They 
handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing.  
 
ELG 05 Health and Self-Care Children know the importance for good health of physical 
exercise, and a healthy diet, and talk about ways to keep healthy and safe. They manage 
their own basic hygiene and personal needs successfully, including dressing and going to the 
toilet independently.  
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
 
ELG 06 Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness Children are confident to try new activities, and 
say why they like some activities more than others. They are confident to speak in a familiar 
group, will talk about their ideas, and will choose the resources they need for their chosen 
activities. They say when they do or don’t need help.  
 
ELG 07 Managing Feelings and Behaviour Children talk about how they and others show 
feelings, talk about their own and others’ behaviour, and its consequences, and know that 
some behaviour is unacceptable. They work as part of a group or class, and understand and 
follow the rules. They adjust their behaviour to different situations, and take changes of 
routine in their stride. 
 
ELG 08 Making Relationships Children play co-operatively, taking turns with others. They 
take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity. They show 
sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships with adults and 
other children.  
 
Specific Areas:  
 
Literacy  
 
ELG 09 Reading Children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic 
knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. They also read some 
common irregular words. They demonstrate understanding when talking with others about 
what they have read.  
 
ELG 10 Writing Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match 
their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular common words. They write simple 
sentences which can be read by themselves and 7 others. Some words are spelt correctly, 
and others are phonetically plausible.  
 
Mathematics  
 
ELG 11 Numbers Children count reliably with numbers from one to 20, place them in order 
and say which number is one more or one less than a given number. Using quantities and 



objects, they add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on or back to find the 
answer. They solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing. 
 
ELG 12 Shape, Space and Measure Children use everyday language to talk about size, 
weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare quantities and objects and 
to solve problems. They recognise, create and describe patterns. They explore 
characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe 
them.  
 
Understanding the World 
 
ELG 13 People and Communities Children talk about past and present events in their own 
lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t always enjoy 
the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences 
between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.  
 
ELG 14 The World Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, 
objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own immediate 
environment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations 
of animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about changes.  
 
ELG 15 Technology Children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as 
homes and schools. They select and use technology for particular purposes. 
 
Expressive Arts and Design  
 
ELG 16 Exploring and Using Media and Materials Children sing songs, make music and 
dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. They safely use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and 
function. 
 
ELG 17 Being Imaginative Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in 
original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They represent their own ideas, thoughts 
and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories. 
 

Monitoring and review 

This policy will be reviewed annually by the Standards and Pupil Welfare Committee .  

 


