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Bears 
 

Dear Parents/Carers  

Our topic this half term is called ‘Bears’.  Please see the attached overview of the activities 
we have planned.   

Just a few other things to mention.   

New Starters and New member of the Nursery staff team 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to our new children and their families.  We have 11 
new children in total with 6 attending the morning session and 5 the afternoon session.  We 
will now have 38 children in the morning and 36 in the afternoon.   

To help with the increase in numbers we have a new member of staff.  We would like to  
welcome and introduce Miss Naylor.  She has  a number of years experience working within 
Early Years settings and I know she is very much looking forward to getting to know the 
children and becoming a valued member of the Silsden Primary School team.  

Registering for Milk 

Please be aware that if you would like your child to have a drink of milk at school you first 
need to register them with ‘Cool Milk’.  The milk is free for Nursery children but if they are 
not registered they will not receive the milk.  If you have any problems or have not received 
a form please see a member of the Nursery team. 

Outdoor Clothing and Spare Clothing 

Can we please remind you about providing appropriate clothing for playing outdoors.  Please 
could we ask that you name everything to avoid mix ups in the cloakroom.  

We are running low on spare items of clothing and would welcome some donations of      
trousers and tights.  If you know anyone who might be growing out of old uniform please 
could you ask them to send it our way.  Thank You. 

Home Learning 

Wow! We have seen some fantastic home learning so far and we can really see the impact it 
is having on the children.  Lots of the children can now write their names and talk about and 
name letters they see in the environment.  Lots of children are recognising and naming  
numbers and beginning to transfer these skills into working out number problems too.   
Please keep up the hard work and don’t forget to bring in home learning to go on our gallery 
wall.  Please see the bottom of the overview for the home learning this half term. 

Finally 

To celebrate the end of this topic we will be having a bring your own teddy pyjama party.  
Further details will be sent out nearer the time. 

Thank you, 

Mrs Travers and the Nursery Team. 



PERSONAL, SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT – Making Relationships, 
Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness & 
Managing Feelings and Behaviour 

 

Scarf activities—  

 Including everyone—kindness and 
sharing, valuing difference and     
helping out a friend. 

Through circle time activities the children 
will begin to learn how we are all different 
and that we should celebrate difference.  
We will use the bears topic to show how 
not all bears look the same but they are all 
amazing creatures.   

We will talk about how we can include our 
new children so that they feel happy and 
welcome.   

We will help out a little lost polar bear cub 
who comes to stay. Can we take care of 
him? What will he need? 

End of topic celebration.  Children to 
come in pyjamas with their favourite bear.  
Can they tell us why their bear is 
special to them? 

COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE –     
Listening and  Attention, Understanding & 
Speaking 

 

Singing Time – Leaning songs and rhymes 
about Bears— 

 We’re going on a Bear Hunt 

 When Goldilocks went to the House of 
the Bears 

 The Bear Went Over the Mountain 

 Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear 

 Bear 

Focused Stories –  

 We’re going on a Bear Hunt by Michael 
Rosen 

 Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

 Whatever Next by Jill Murphy 

 Child of the week stories. 
 
Children will be encouraged to retell these 
stories as part of role play 
and small world play.   
 

 

Bears 

LITERACY – Reading & Writing 

 Singing – learning our topic based songs. 

 Lots of stories encouraging children to join in with repeated refrains, 
make predictions and answer questions about the plot or characters. 

 Phonic based activities – Voice sounds and oral blending and segmenting.  Introducing 
Fred Frog who only speaks in sound talk.  Can the children hear the word?  E.g. when 
Fred says  ‘c’, ‘a’, ‘t’ -can the children hear ‘cat’? 

 Daily recap of letters and sounds taught so far and continuing to learn new sounds. 

 Name writing—lots of fun based activities to encourage children to recognise and write 
the letters in their name. 

 Lots of mark making opportunities relating to the topic of bears. E.g. create a story map 
of the three bears story or going on a bear hunt, make labels and signs. 



UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD – 
People and Communities, The World & 
Technology 

 Questioning the children about what 
they already know about bears and then 
asking them what they would like to 
find out.  Then using the internet and 
books  to find out the answers to their 
questions and to learn new  information. 

 Lots of opportunities to use differ-
ent ICT equipment e.g. iPads ,the IWB 
keyboard and Bee Bots to learn  about 
number, phonics, positional language and 
much more. 

                                                     

MATHEMATICS – Numbers & Shape, Space  

and Measure 

The main focus for this topic will be shape, 
space and measure.  We will be looking at 
positional language relating to the story going 
on a bear hunt and ordering objects relating to 
size using the three bears story.  Children will 
have the opportunity to measure using non 
standard units and we will investigate who is 
the tallest and smallest using a height chart. 

 Number songs 

 Ten Town—recapping all numbers to 10, 
recognising and writing. 

 Playing the interactive Ten Town games 
to go with each number.    

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT - Moving and 
Handling, Health and Self Care 

 Outdoor activities - Getting coats and 
wellies on.  Bikes and scooters, large 
construction, balls, balance beams etc. 

 Mark making will be available in all areas 
of provision inside and outside to devel-
op both gross  motor movements and 
fine motor.  Children will be encouraged 
to use the correct pincer grasp when 
mark making. 

 Children will be encouraged to see to 
their own toileting needs as much as is 
possible. 

 

Home Learning— 

 Sing our topic based songs—See attached song sheet. 

 Choose a favourite bear and find out some interesting facts about them.  Make an  
information booklet or a fact sheet that you can share with us. 

 Draw a picture of a bear or even make a model!  We would love to see how creative 
you can be.  

 Why not find out how tall you and your family are.  You could use non standard units 
such as bricks, pegs, or footsteps to measure or you could use a tape measure.  Why 
not guess how many you think first before you measure to make it even more fun!  
Were you close?   Can you record the results and bring them to show us. 

 Keep practicing to write your name everyday if possible.  Perhaps make up a song to 
help you remember which letters come first. 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN – 
Exploring and Using Media and     
Materials & Being Imaginative 

 Learning new topic based songs. 

 Observational drawings of bears. 

 Colour mixing—cold colours for 
winter. 

 Acting out/role playing the focus 
stories.  Outdoors and the small 
world will be ‘We’re going on a Bear 
Hunt’ and the role play area will be 
Goldilocks and then Whatever 
Next.  



 

Bear 

Big bear, big bear, 

Hunting near the trees, 

Feasting on the honeycomb 

Made by the busy bees 

(buzz, buzz, buzz) 
 

Big bear, big bear, 

Wading in the lake, 

Fish is your favourite dish, 

Which one will you take? 

(swish, swish, swish) 
 

Big bear, big bear, 

Resting in your den, 

Sleeping through the winter 

Before your out again. 

(zzz, zzz, zzz) 

Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear 

Teddy bear, teddy bear, turn around, 

Teddy bear, teddy bear, touch the ground, 

Teddy bear, teddy bear, reach up high, 

Teddy bear, teddy bear, touch the sky. 

Teddy bear, teddy bear, bend down low, 

Teddy bear, teddy bear, touch your toes, 

Teddy bear, teddy bear, go to bed, 

Teddy bear, teddy bear, rest your head, 

Teddy bear, teddy bear, turn out the lights, 

Teddy bear, teddy bear, say “goodnight.” 

When Goldilocks Went to the House 
of the Bears 

When Goldilocks went to the house of the bears, 
Oh what did her blue eyes see? 

A bowl that was huge, 
A bowl that was small, 

A bowl that was tiny and that was all, 
She counted them: one, two, three. 

When Goldilocks went to the house of the bears, 
Oh what did her blue eyes see? 

A chair that was huge, 
A chair that was small, 

A chair that was tiny and that was all, 
She counted them: one, two, three. 

When Goldilocks went to the house of the bears, 
Oh what did her blue eyes see? 

A bed that was huge, 
A bed that was small, 

A bed that was tiny and that was all, 
She counted them: one, two, three. 

When Goldilocks ran from the house of the bears, 

Oh what did her blue eyes see? 

A bear that was huge, 

A bear that was small, 

A bear that was tiny and that was all, 

They growled at her: grr, grr, grr! 

The Bear Went Over the 

Mountain 

The bear went over the mountain,  

The bear went over the mountain, 

The bear went over the mountain,  

To see what he could see. 

And all that he could see, 

And all that he could see 

Was the other side of the mountain, 

The other side of the mountain, 

The other side of the mountain, 

Was all that he could see. 

 


