Nursery Newsletter

SpringTerm 2— February 2020

Jungle
Dear Parents/Carers
Our topic this half term is all about the ‘Jungle’. Please see the attached overview of the
activities we have planned.
Just a few other things to mention.
Home Learning
A big thank you once again to all those who have completed the home learning from last half
term it was fantastic. Please see the bottom of the topic sheet for this half terms
activities. It would be great to see even more children taking part this time. These
activities are fun and help to develop a deeper understanding of the learning taking place at
school. Please don’t feel that you have to complete every activity, or if you have an idea of
your own please share that with us too. Any learning taking place at home is valuable.
New to Nursery Parents Evening
Children who started Nursery after Christmas are invited to come to a parents meeting
after school on Wednesday 11th March to find out how their children have settled in and
look at their Learning Journals. An appointment list will be available in the cloakroom for
you to select your time slot.
Existing parents will be having a meeting later in the year to discuss transition into
Reception and next steps for your children. Further details to follow nearer the time.
Topic Celebration Day—Thursday 26th March
We are planning to have a theme day where the children are invited to come to school
dressed as jungle explorers. During this day we hope to invite some visitors into school
with some creatures that are found in the rainforest.
Finally
Why not have an outing to Tropical World at Roundhay Park in Leeds. It has the sights,
sound and smells of the real jungle and has a vast range of creatures to see. It is well
worth the trip.
Thank you,
Mrs Travers and the Nursery Team.

Jungle
PERSONAL, SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL
DEVELOPMENT – Making Relationships,
Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness &
Managing Feelings and Behaviour
Scarf activities— Different families
We will use the book Monkey Puzzle to explore
different animals. What makes them different?
What makes them the same? Explain that they
are all happy to live amongst each other even
though they are different. Can we do this too?
We will talk about how the monkey was feeling
when it was lost and how it felt when it found its
mother again.

COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE –
Listening and Attention, Understanding &
Speaking
Singing Time – Leaning songs and rhymes
about jungle animals —







Four Layers of the Jungle
Animal Fair
I’m Being Eaten by a Boa Constrictor
See the Slippery Crocodile
Five Little Monkeys Swinging in a Tree
Walking Through the Jungle

This will link in with our discussion around
Mothers day. We will read the story ‘My Mom’ by
Anthony Browne and discuss what makes our
mums special to us.

Focused Stories –

Jungle theme day



Children to come in jungle explorer clothes.
Re-enact getting on a plane and flying to a jungle
location. Visitor to come with creatures found in
the jungle for children to handle and find out
about.





Monkey Puzzle by Julia Donaldson
Rumble in the Jungle by Giles Andreae
Child of the week stories.

Children will be encouraged to
join in with the repeated refrains
in these stories

LITERACY – Reading & Writing


Singing – learning our topic based songs.



Lots of stories encouraging children to join in with repeated refrains, make predictions
and answer questions about the plot or characters.



Phonic based activities –



Oral Blending—children hear the sounds in simple CVC words and blend
them to make a word. E.g. c-u-p = cup.



Segmenting—Children listen to phonemes within words and remember them in the order
in which they occur. E.g. A child says a word and then brakes the word up into its
individual sounds—cup = c-u-p



Daily recap of letters and sounds taught so far and continuing to learn new sounds. This
half term we will be learning l, h, sh, r, j, v, y, w, th, z.



Continuing name writing—lots of fun based activities to encourage children to recognise
and write the letters in their name. This is a target for the end of year assessment.



Lots of opportunities to write for a purpose. E.g. cards, celebration day passports, clip
board challenges to find information and record onto.



Plenty of independent mark making opportunities in provision.

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD –
People and Communities, The World
& Technology

MATHEMATICS – Numbers & Shape, Space

and Measure


Number songs



Ten Town—recapping all numbers to 10,
recognising and writing.



Playing the interactive Ten Town games
to go with each number.



 Looking at the jungle using virtual
reality 360° view to find out about the
4 layers of the jungle/rainforest.

Realising that not only objects can be
counted. E.g. how many claps can you
hear? How many times can you hop? We
will play the game ‘What Time is it Mr
Wolf?’ Children must count the correct
amount of steps according to the time.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT - Moving and
Handling, Health and Self Care

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN –
Exploring and Using Media and
Materials & Being Imaginative

 Questioning the children about
what they already know about jungles.
Using the internet and books to find
out the answers to their questions and
to learn new information.
 Introducing the new notebooks and
how to use them correctly.







Outdoor activities - Den building,
obstacle course, moving like an animal.
Mark making will be available in all areas
of provision inside and outside to develop both gross motor movements and
fine motor. Children will be encouraged
to use the correct pincer grasp when
mark making.
Children will be encouraged to put on
and fasten their own coats when playing
outdoors.



Learning new topic based songs.



Observational drawings of jungle
animals.



Exploring a range of materials and
resources to create models and
collages of jungle animals.



Acting out/role playing being in the
jungle. Small world areas will be
set up as a jungle and the role play
area with be a jungle explorers
camp. Children will have the
opportunity to make dens outside
too.

Home Learning—


Sing our topic based songs—See attached song sheet.



Can you draw a long snake shape and then create a repeating pattern that goes all the
way from its head to its tail?



Read an animal story with an adult and talk about the setting. Was it set in the
jungle? Where was it set?



Can you think of any jungle animals that begin with the letters s,a,t,p,i,n,m,d,g,and e?



Draw a picture or make a mask of your favourite jungle animal. Find out some facts
about it to share with us.



Keep practicing to write your name everyday if possible. Can you name the letters in
your name.

Walking Through The Jungle
Walking through the jungle,
Walking through the jungle,
What can you see?
What can you see?
If you hear a noise,
Shh,shh
What could it be?
What could it be?
Well I think was a snake,
Ssss, ssss,
I think it was a snake,
Sss, ssss,
I think it was a snake,
Sss, ssss,
Looking for his tea,
Looking for his tea.
Repeat with other animals ending
with crocodile and the
final words, “I hope it
isn't me, argh!

I’m Being Eaten by a Boa Constrictor
I’m being eaten by a boa constrictor,
A boa constrictor, a boa constrictor.
I’m being eaten by a boa constrictor and I don’t like it one bit.
Oh no, he’s up to me toes,
Oh gee, he’s up to my knees,
Oh fiddle, he’s up to my middle,
Oh heck, he’s up to my neck,
Oh dread, he’s up to my ….

See the Slippery crocodile
See the slippery crocodile,
I-oh, I-oh, I-oh.
A floating down the River Nile,
I-oh, I-oh, I-oh.
See him open his big jaws wide,
I-oh, I-oh, I-oh.
A little fishy swims inside,
Oh no, oh no, oh no!

Five Little Monkeys Swinging Layers of the Jungle song
in a Tree
There are four layers of the jungle, four layers
Five little monkeys swinging in a tree,
Teasing Mr Crocodile,
You can’t catch me.
Along came Mr Crocodile as quietly as
can be…

There are four layers of the jungle, four layers,
Forest floor, understorey, canopy, emergent layer,
There are four layers of the jungle,
four layers.
(children touch the floor, then their
waist, then their head and finally
arms up in the air wiggling fingers).

SNAP!
Four little monkeys swinging in a tree,
Teasing Mr Crocodile etc.
At the end after the ‘SNAP!’ the last
monkey says;
You missed me,
you missed me!

Animal Fair
I went to the Animal Fair,
The birds and the beasts were there.
The big baboon by the light of the moon,
Was combing his auburn hair.
The monkey fell out of his bunk,
And fell down the elephant’s trunk.
The elephant sneezed and fell on his knees,
And what became of the monkey, monkey monk?

