
Application and Reasoning

Step 2: What is a Consonant?

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 2: (3G1.8) Use the forms a or an according to whether the next word begins 

with a consonant or a vowel [for example, a rock, an open box]

Terminology for pupils:

• (3G1.8) consonant

• (3G1.8) consonant letter

Differentiation: 

Questions 1, 4 and 7 (Application)

Developing Use the given consonant and investigate how many sounds it can make. 

Picture clues are given.

Expected Use the given consonant digraph and investigate how many sounds it can 

make. Picture clues are given.

Greater Depth Use the given consonant or consonant digraph and investigate how many 

sounds it can make. Multiple possibilities.

Questions 2, 5 and 8 (Application)

Developing Use the given letters to create 4 words with at least 2 consonants and 1 vowel.  

6 letters given.

Expected Use the given letters to create 5 words with at least 3 consonants and 1 vowel. 9 

letters given.

Greater Depth Use the given letters to create 6 words with at least 3 consonants and 2 

vowels. 9 letters given.

Questions 3, 6 and 9 (Reasoning)

Developing Explain if the statement is correct when identifying consonants for 3 or 4 letter 

words. Words taken from the Year 2 Spelling Appendix. 

Expected Explain if the statement is correct when identifying consonants for 5 or 6 letter 

words. Words taken from the Year 2 Spelling Appendix or the Year 3 and 4 Spelling 

Appendix. 

Greater Depth Explain if the statement is correct when identifying consonants for words 

taken from the Year 3 and 4 Spelling Appendix. 

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

scheme of work.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.
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What is a Consonant? What is a Consonant?

1a. How many sounds can the letters 

below make? The pictures might give you 

a clue.

List as many words as you can for each 

sound you think of.

1b. How many sounds can the letters 

below make? The pictures might give you 

a clue.

List as many words as you can for each 

sound you think of.

2a. Create 4 words using the consonants 

and vowels below. The words should 

contain at least 2 consonants and 1 

vowel.

What is the longest word you can make?

2b. Create 4 words using the consonants 

and vowels below. The words should 

contain at least 2 consonants and 1 

vowel.

What is the longest word you can make?

3a. Nina has these word cards. 

She says,

Is she correct? Explain your reasoning. 

3b. Andrew has these word cards. 

He says, 

Is he correct? Explain your reasoning. 

A A

A A

R R

D D

D D

D D

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Application and Reasoning – What is a Consonant? – Year 3 Developing

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2018

c

b e n

t i k

‘People’ is the odd one 

out because it has two 

e’s. 

help some peoplecould

s

a f s

l r o

back down askedhouse

‘House’ is the odd one 

out because it ends with 

a vowel. 



What is a Consonant? What is a Consonant?

4a. How many sounds can the letters 

below make? The pictures might give you 

a clue.

List as many words as you can for each 

sound you think of.

4b. How many sounds can the letters 

below make? The pictures might give you 

a clue.

List as many words as you can for each 

sound you think of.

5a. Create 5 words using the consonants 

and vowels below. The words should 

contain at least 3 consonants and 1 

vowel.

What is the longest word you can make?

5b. Create 5 words using the consonants 

and vowels below. The words should 

contain at least 3 consonants and 1 

vowel.

What is the longest word you can make?

6a. Sabrina has these word cards. 

She says,

Is she correct? Explain your reasoning. 

6b. Carrick has these word cards. 

He says, 

Is he correct? Explain your reasoning. 

A A

A A

R R

E E

E E

E E
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ch

c s a

r u p

t b y

‘Little’ is the odd one out 

because it has four 

consonants.

busy group Mrslittle

sc

n j e

o d m

t v h

weight heart earlythey

‘Early’ is the odd one out 

because it starts with a 

vowel. 



What is a Consonant? What is a Consonant?

7a. How many sounds can the letters 

below make? 

List as many words as you can for each 

sound you think of.

7b. How many sounds can the letters 

below make? 

List as many words as you can for each 

sound you think of.

8a. Create 6 words using the consonants 

and vowels below. The words should 

contain at least 3 consonants and 2 

vowels.

What is the longest word you can make?

8b. Create 6 words using the consonants 

and vowels below. The words should 

contain at least 3 consonants and 2 

vowels.

What is the longest word you can make?

9a. Ryan has these word cards. 

He says,

Is he correct? Explain your reasoning. 

9b. Valerie has these word cards. 

She says, 

Is she correct? Explain your reasoning. 

A A

A A

R R

GD GD

GD GD

GD GD
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gh

h o h

g t s

u r t 

‘Surprise’ is the odd one 

out because it doesn’t 

have the ‘th’ consonants.

earth through surprisethought

x

e p d

g h s

o u n

February opposite libraryordinary

‘Opposite’ is the odd one 

out because it starts and 

ends with a vowel. 



Application and Reasoning
What is a Consonant?

Application and Reasoning
What is a Consonant?

Developing

1a. 4 (cat = c, city = s, ocean = sh, cello = 

ch)

2a. Various answers, for example: kite; 

bike; ten; Kent. Longest word: accept any 

four letter word. 

3a. Nina is incorrect because ‘some’ is the 

odd one out. ‘People’, ‘help’ and ‘could’ 

have three consonants whereas ‘some’ 

has two consonants. 

Expected

4a. 3 (chick = ch; machine = sh, 

chameleon = c) nb ‘loch’ possible 4th

sound.

5a. Various answers, for example: scrub; 

past; cast; ruby; scrap. Longest word: 

pastry. 

6a. Sabrina is correct because ‘little’ has 

four constants whereas ‘busy’, ‘group’ and 

‘Mrs’ have three consonants. 

Greater Depth

7a. 7 (enough = f, daughter = part of ‘or’, 

eight = part of ‘ay’, through = part of ‘oo’, 

high = part of ‘ie’, thorough = part of ‘uh’, 

plough = part of ‘ow’).

8a. Various answers, for example: though; 

sought; thought; ought; trust; tutors. 

Longest word: thoughts. 

9a. Ryan is incorrect because ‘earth’ is the 

odd one out. ‘Earth’ has four consonant 

but ‘through’, ‘thought’ and ‘surprise’ have 

five consonants. 

Developing

1b. 3 (sun = s, rose = z, sugar = sh)

2b. Various answers, for example: far; also; 

loaf; roar. Longest word: flora or solar. 

3b. Andrew is incorrect because his 

reasoning is wrong. ‘House’ is the odd one 

because it only has two consonants 

whereas ‘back’, ‘down’ and ‘asked’ have 

three consonants. 

Expected

4b. 3 (scarf = sc, scissors = s, crescendo = 

sh)

5b. Various answers, for example: vote; 

them; then; mend; month. Longest word: 

method. 

6b. Carrick is incorrect because ‘weight’ is 

the odd one out. ‘Early’, ‘heart’ and ‘they’ 

have three constants whereas ‘weight’ has 

four consonants. 

Greater Depth

7b. 5 (fox = ks, x-ray = x, xylophone = z, xi 

= can be pronounced si or chi, faux = x 

technically has no sound – it is a silent 

letter). 

8b. Various answers, for example: enough; 

ponds; phone; sound; dough; gushed. 

Longest word: accept any seven letter 

word. 

9b. Valerie is incorrect because her 

reasoning is wrong. ‘Opposite’ is the odd 

one out because it has four consonants 

whereas ‘February’, ‘ordinary’ ‘library’ 

have five consonants. 
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