
Varied Fluency 

Step 3: Subordinating Conjunctions

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 3: (3G3.4) Extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by 

using a wider range of conjunctions, including: when, if, because, although

Terminology for pupils:

• (3G3.4) subordinate clause

Differentiation: 

Developing Questions to support recognising and using the subordinating conjunctions 

‘because’, ‘that’, ‘when’ and ‘if’.

Expected Questions to support recognising and using the subordinating conjunctions  

‘because’, ‘that’, ‘when’, ‘if’, ‘before’, ‘after’, ‘while’ and ‘although’.

Greater Depth Questions to support recognising and using a wider variety of subordinating 

conjunctions, used at different positions within a sentence and recognising the difference 

between coordinating and subordinating conjunctions.

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

scheme of work.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.
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1a. Circle the subordinating conjunction 

in the sentence below:

The rocket crashed when it landed on the 

moon.

1b. Circle the subordinating conjunction 

in the sentence below:

You should wear a scarf if it is cold. 

2a. True or false? The underlined word is a 

subordinating conjunction.

The cat purred because it was being 

stroked.

2b. True or false? The underlined word is a 

subordinating conjunction.

The rocket blasted off into space.

3a. Choose a subordinating conjunction 

to complete the sentence below.

I like to play out ______________ __________            it is sunny.

3b. Choose a subordinating conjunction 

to complete the sentence below.

I couldn’t ride my bike______________ __________ it 

was broken. 

4a. Choose the most likely subordinating 

clause to complete the sentence below.

I asked the teacher for help when

4b. Choose the most likely subordinating 

clause to complete the sentence below.

I have a drink if
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1. I was stuck.

2. she read a book.

3. the book was on the shelf.

1. it was orange juice.

2. I am thirsty.

3. the glass was empty.

that when if because that if 
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5a. Circle the subordinating conjunction 

in the sentence below:

The pirate checked the map before he 

looked for the treasure.

5b. Circle the subordinating conjunction 

in the sentence below:

The boy didn’t wear a coat although it 

was very cold.

6a. True or false? The underlined words 

are subordinating conjunctions.

The pirate ship sailed off into the 

distance.

The pirate was tired although he had just 

had a nap.

6b. True or false? The underlined words 

are subordinating conjunctions.

I have just read a book that I really 

enjoyed. 

I was sad when I had finished the book.

7a. Choose the most likely subordinating 

conjunctions to complete the sentences 

below.

The pirate had a nap ______________ the sun 

shone.

He set off to look for the treasure ______________

he had woken up.

7b. Choose the most likely subordinating 

conjunctions to complete the sentences 

below.

The crowd cheered ______________ the goal 

was scored. 

They were happy______________ their team was 

losing.

8a. Choose the most likely subordinating 

clause to complete the sentence below.

The children played out although

8b. Choose the most likely subordinating 

clause to complete the sentence below.

The parrot watched while
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1. they went to the park.

2. they had a football.

3. it was raining.

1. it was buried in the sand.

2. the pirate dug for treasure.

3. the sun had set. 

if after while although when while that although



Subordinating Conjunctions Subordinating Conjunctions

9a. Circle the subordinating conjunction 

in the sentence below:

Although it was sunny, it was still cold 

outside.

9b. Circle the subordinating conjunction 

in the sentence below:

I have had black hair since I was a baby.

10a. True or false? The underlined words 

are subordinating conjunctions.

The moon shone and the stars sparkled. 

Whenever it is night time, I can see the 

moon.

10b. True or false? The underlined words 

are subordinating conjunctions.

I would like to read that book.

You can go before me in the line .

11a. Choose the most likely 

subordinating conjunctions to complete 

the sentences below.

We had to pack  ______________ we went on 

holiday.

We had a good time ______________                  it rained 

quite a lot.

11b. Choose the most likely 

subordinating conjunctions to complete 

the sentences below.

I try my best ______________                I am in a swimming 

race.

______________               I was 5 years old, I have been 

able to swim.

12a. Which sentence has a subordinating 

conjunction? 

12b.Which sentence has a subordinating 

conjunction? 
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before after while although until although whenever since

1. I like to swim and play football.

2. Before I go to sleep, I read a book.

3. Please can I read that book after 

you?

1. The cat caught that mouse.

2. The cat likes to play but the mouse 

does not.

3. Whenever the cat has milk, he purrs.
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Developing

1a. when

2a. True

3a. when/if

4a. 1

Expected

5a. before

6a. False; True

7a. while; after

8a. 3

Greater Depth

9a. although

10a. False; True

11a. before; although

12a. 2

Developing

1b. if 

2b. False

3b. because/if

4b. 2

Expected

5b. although

6b. True; True

7b. when; although

8b. 2

Greater Depth

9b. since

10b. False; False

11b. whenever; since

12b. 3
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