
Chapter 12 The King’s Lost Sword 

 

1 The water in the marsh is 

described as ‘brackish’.  What 

does brackish mean? 

Brackish means salty – like river water 

you might find in an estuary – where 

the river meets the sea. 

2 Experience challenge:   

The King and his party can’t see 

anything because of the fog.  Find 

out what this is like.  Tie on a 

blindfold and spin around.  Now 

try to find your way around the 

room.  Make sure someone else is 

there! 

Take care doing this!  Now think 

about how it would feel if you 

were on the edge of a cliff, or by 

the sea or a road and you didn’t 

know which way you were facing – 

scary stuff! 

3 What does Spittleworth say to 

Flapoon which tells us that he is 

not as loyal to the king as we 

might think? 

He calls the king a fool and says 

that if he gets lost, they will be 

able to go home. 

4 Who or what is the ‘slimy black 

figure’? 

It was the King himself! 

5 Think very carefully……. 

In what way does the King’s 

description of the Ickabog 

remind you of the Iron Man? 

He is described as having eyes 

like headlamps just like the Iron 

Man! 

6 Captain Roach’s moustache is 

described as being ‘jet’ black.  

What is jet?  (nb, not a plane!) 

Jet is a strange type of stone – it feels 

warm and is quite light – almost like 

plastic.  Whitby is famous for it and 

you can buy all sorts of jewellery made 

from it. 

7 What has the king lost apart from 

his sword? 

He has also lost his boots in the 

mud. 

8 How does Spittleworth signal that 

he doesn’t believe that the King 

saw the Ickabog, without using 

words? 

Spittleworth rolled his eyes at 

Flapoon  

 

 

 


